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This is one of a series of overview papers that are being prepared to inform discussion
on the preparation of the plan. These overview papers outline the main issues that
have been identified through work on the background papers. They will be amended
and expanded as the discussion and work develops and any comments on omissions
or corrections will be gratefully received.

Background papers are being prepared on the 8 community areas that make up
Neath Port Talbot and on specific themes such as housing. They will be available
from the LDP website www.npt.gov.uk/ldp

How to contact the LDP team

1. Via the website; www.npt.gov.uk/ldp
2. Via e-mail; ldp@npt.gov.uk
3. by telephone; 01639 686821
4. by letter;

LDP team,
Planning Services,
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
The Quays,
Brunel Way,
Baglan Energy Park,
Neath,
SA11 2GG

This document may be made available on request in Welsh or in larger type font or
other formats: please contact us.

This paper will cover the themes identified below and summarises the key trends
and issues identified in the spatial background paper for the Swansea Valley:

Population and social profile
Economy and employment
Access to facilities
Minerals. Renewable energy and waste facilities

Unless otherwise stated the information is derived from the 2001 Census, either
collected directly from this source, or taken from the Neighbourhood profiles produced
in 2008 by NPTCBC.

There are three wards in the Swansea Valley; Ystalyfera, Godre’r Graig and
Cwmllynfell (which includes the smaller community of Rhiwfawr).
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2.1 Population

In 2001 the population of the Swansea Valley was 5622 residents.

The population in the Swansea Valley remained fairly static from 2001 to 2005 with
a marginal increase in the number of residents in Godre’r Graig and Ystalyfera.

According to the 2001 Census Ystalyfera (with 3,065) is the most populated ward in
the spatial area and contains the highest proportion of residents aged 16 and under.
At the same time the ward contains a high percentage of residents aged 75 and over
compared to the Neath Port Talbot average. Godre’r Graig, according to the figures,
has a higher than average, for the County Borough, number of residents aged between
20 and 59 and a low percentage aged 60 and over. As a consequence the average
age within the ward is lower than the County Borough average.

2.2 Ethnicity

The Ethnic make up of the wards in the Swansea Valley illustrates that like much of
Neath Port Talbot as a whole, Black and multi-ethnic groups are very much in the
minority.

2.3 Welsh Language

The Valley as a whole has a high percentage of Welsh speakers with Cwmllynfell
containing 68.29% of Welsh speakers. The Swansea Valley is included within the
Welsh language policy in the SPG and thus any application for a significant
development within the Swansea Valley would need to be accompanied by a Welsh
Language Impact Assessment.

The Swansea Valley contains the only Welsh language comprehensive school in
Neath Port Talbot which is located in Ystalyfera. There are also various primary
schools located within the spatial area that provide welsh medium education for
residents.

Maesydderwen Comprehensive School located near the Neath Port Talbot border
within Ystradgynlais also provides first language Welsh lessons.

2.4 Health

Poor health is an issue in the Swansea Valley with above average numbers suffering
from a long term illness and subsequently describing their health as not good.
Ystalyfera has the poorest health with a third of the population suffering from a long
term limiting illness.

In order to help tackle ill health and reduce health inequalities within the Valley area
Ystalyfera Health and Wellbeing centre, which is a social enterprise, has recently
opened in Ystalyfera.
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2.5 Housing

In recent years the Swansea Valley has seen an increase in housing development.
Between 1996 and 2002 there were no houses constructed on large sites and only
6 on smaller sites. Between 2002 and 2008 a total of 17 houses on large sites have
been constructed and 25 on smaller sites. Some of these houses were built on large
sites is Graig Newydd in Godre’r Graig, where work has already began. The smaller
sites are largely focused in Cwmllynfell, in particular infill sites within the settlement
limit.

The Swansea Valley has above average numbers of one person households and in
Ystalyfera there are also above average numbers of pensioners living alone compared
to the County Borough average.

Reflecting the younger population in Godre’r Graig and Ystalyfera there are above
average numbers of lone parent households with dependent children. Godre’r Graig
and Ystalyfera also have above average amounts of residents living in rented
accommodation, particularly accommodation rented from the Council. At the same
time Godre’r Graig and Ystalyfera contain a lower than County Borough average
number of owner occupied homes.

Nearly 6% of households in Ystalyfera are without central heating.

2.6 The economy and employment

Employment levels are slightly lower in the Swansea Valley compared to the Neath
Port Talbot average. Unemployment levels are also slightly higher compared to the
Neath Port Talbot average. Cwmllynfell has a higher proportion of the population
who are retired or looking after home/family whereas the percentage of residents in
Godre’r Graig and Ystalyfera that are permanently sick or disabled is higher than the
County average.

The unemployment rate in Ystalyfera increased from June 2004 to June 2008 and,
during all years, remained substantially higher than average for Neath Port Talbot
and for Wales. The unemployment rate in Godre’r Graig has fluctuated over time
and increased by substantially by 1.6% from June 2007 to June 2008. Cwmllynfell
has seen an overall decrease in unemployment from 2004 to 2008.

Employment within the area largely focuses on shops, offices, schools and services
meeting the areas daily needs. There are, however, above average numbers
employed as managers and senior officials, in personal services and as process
plant and machine operators compared to the Neath Port Talbot average.

In Cwmllynfell there are also higher numbers employed in professional occupations,
associate professional and technical roles and in skilled trades. Conversely Godre’r
Graig and Ystalyfera have above average numbers employed in administrative and
secretarial positions and in elementary occupations.

There are more employed in mining and quarrying and in transport, storage and
communication, in the Swansea Valley than average for Neath Port Talbot and for
Wales. Despite this the proportion of residents employed within such sectors is very
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low. In Cwmllynfell and Godre’r Graig there are also above average numbers
employed in Health and social work, real estate, renting and business activities and
financial intermediation. In Cwmllynfell there are higher numbers employed in
construction and in Ystalyfera in hotels and catering. In Godre’r Graig and Ystalyfera
there are above average numbers employed in public administration and defence.

2.7 Communities First Areas

The Welsh Assembly has developed a long term programme which aims to improve
opportunities and the quality of life of the most disadvantaged communities in Wales.
These communities, Communities First Areas, were identified as they are in the top
10% of the most deprived wards in Wales. A number of wards within the Swansea
Valley have been identified as such areas and an Action Plan has been developed,
in partnership with the local community on how improvements can be made to the
communities of Ystalyfera and a small part of Pantyffynon in Godre’rGraig.

2.8 Index of Multiple Deprivation

The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation shows that Ystalyfera 2 is ranked in the top
25% most deprived in Wales, in terms of income, education and the physical
environment. Ystalyfera 2 also fares badly in terms of income and along with Godre’r
Graig for employment. Cwmllynfell is in the top 25% of the most deprived for health
and along with Godre’r Graig, which is ranked 5 th worst overall for Neath Port Talbot,
in terms of access to services.
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3.1 Facilities and services

3.1.1 Retail and banking

Ystalyfera is the main retail centre for the Swansea Valley and contains a range of
retail units and services including food stores and more specialist shops for example
a pet store. There is a cash machine located at the Co-Operative supermarket which
is available 24hrs a day and banking facilities are provided at the Post Office.

Ystalyfera is an important centre for the Swansea Valley and provides an important
focus for the surrounding communities and helps to reduce the need to travel.
However it faces competition from the nearby centres of Ystradgynlais in Powys and
from Pontardawe and the larger retail centres further afield for example Swansea
together with an out of centre Pioneer store just across the border in Powys. This
leads to a loss of trade, investment and jobs within the Valley as well as increasing
travel and congestion.

The retail offer is more limited in Cwmllynfell and consists of a supermarket, Post
Office and a butcher. It remains however an important centre to meet the residents
day to day needs and provides a centre to the community. Residents will have to
travel to the local centres at Ystalyfera, Ystradgynlais or Brynamman or further afield
to meet the remainder of their retail needs.

Godre’r Graig is located approximately half a mile away from Ystalyfera and is served
by a Post Office and a takeaway.

3.1.2 Education

The County Borough’s Welsh medium comprehensive school is located in Ystalyfera,
while all three wards are served by local primary schools. Other comprehensive
schools are located in Pontardawe and over the border in Ystradgynlais. A limited
range of life-long learning courses are also available at the Ystalyfera Development
Trust.

There are branch libraries at Ystalyfera and Cwmllynfell, although the latter has
limited opening hours, and the communities are also served on a fortnightly basis
by the mobile library.

3.1.3 Health facilities

Health facilities serving the Swansea Valley are located in Ystalyfera where there is
also a Pharmacy and opticians. There is also a local Pharmacy and GP surgery in
Cwmllynfell.

3.1.4 Leisure and recreation

There are no formal leisure facilities in the Swansea Valley however Cwmllynfell and
Ystalyfera are both served by public houses, community centres, places of worship
and social centres, while facilities including a theatre/cinema are available in nearby
Ystradgynlais.
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Both Brynamman and Pontardawe contain a more varied range of leisure facilities
including local cinemas however for larger commercial leisure facilities people travel
further a field.

3.1.5 Open countryside and sports facilities

Cwmllynfell is located in a relatively rural area with access to the Black Mountains
and Brecon Beacons National Park. Similarly, Ystalyfera and Godre’r Graig have
access to the open access land to the North of the settlements; together with the
Pontardawe – Ystalyfera cycleway and other rights of way.

The main sports facilities are located in Ystalyfera and include a bowling green, tennis
courts, football, rugby and mini-pitch and a multi-use games area. Godre’r Graig and
Rhiwfawr are both served by football pitches and there is a bowling green, tennis
court and rugby pitches in Cwmllynfell. There are children’s play areas in each of
the wards and areas of land for informal recreation. There are facilities located within
Ysgol Gyfun Ystalyfera that are open to the public after school hours.

However in relation to the standards set in the UDP, which take into account the
population which these facilities serve, there is a deficit in both sports facilities and
children’s play areas. Having said this it is important to take into account that some
areas may be served by facilities in nearby wards. During the preparation of the LDP
an opportunity will be provided to consider whether the provision serving communities
is sufficient or can still be improved.

3.2 Highways and Access to a private car

Car ownership levels are above average in Cwmllynfell and Godre’r Graig and below
average in Ystalyfera where nearly a third of the population have no access to a car
or van.

The Valleys highway system is largely limited to two-way roads that can experience
congestion at peak times especially around Ystalyfera.

3.3 Travel to work

As a result of people increasingly commuting or travelling further to reach jobs,
shopping, leisure and entertainment the lack of access to a car and dependency on
the availability of public transport can become more of an issue and in some cases
lead to social isolation.

An above average percentage of the working population in the Swansea Valley travel
to work by car. In Ystalyfera, where there are lower car ownership levels, an above
average percentage also travel to work by foot or cycle as nearly 18% of the
population work less than 2km away from their residence. A higher percentage of
the population in Godre’r Graig travel to work by public transport with above average
numbers travelling 2km to less than 5km away.

In the Swansea Valley above average numbers work mainly at or from home and
the highest proportion of the population travel 10km to less than 20km to work.
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3.4 Public Transport

Public transport is fairly limited in the Swansea Valley as there are no direct services
to either Neath or Port Talbot. Residents must changes buses at Pontardawe to
reach these destinations.

From Monday-Saturday a half-hourly bus service operates between Godre’r Graig
and Ystalyfera to Ystradgynlais, Pontardawe, Brynamman and Swansea, and an
hourly service operates from Cwmllynfell to Swansea, Ystradgynlais, Brynamman
and Pontardawe.

The services are more limited on a Sunday with no bus links from Cwmllynfell and
an hourly service from Godre’r Graig/Ystalyfera to Pontardawe, Swansea and
Ystradgynlais.

There is a special college service to and from Neath College on college days from
Cwmllynfell (#905), Ystalyfera and Godre’r Graig (#903).
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4.1 Mineral and aggregate resources

One mineral site is located in the Swansea Valley – Parc Level Opencast. The
operation however is due to close early due to geological problems encountered at
the site. An eight-week restoration programme to establish a final restoration profile
is due to commence shortly.

4.2 Renewable energy

The Welsh Assembly Government identified areas within Wales that it considers to
be suitable for large scale wind farms. The County Borough has refined this in its
Interim Planning Guidance, but this does not include any within the area.

4.3 Waste

No waste facilities are located in the Swansea Valley.
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5.1 Air quality and noise pollution

No problems in terms of air quality and noise have been identified.

5.2 SSSIs and areas of nature conservation

Swansea Canal, which passes through parts of the Swansea Valley, is a designated
Site of Special Scientific Interest.

5.3 Built Heritage

There are no Conservation Areas within the Swansea Valley.

There are a number of listed buildings and ancient monument located within the
area.

In Godre’r Graig : number 41 and 42 Graig road which are 19 th Century houses,
canal overbridge at Cwm-taw-isaf and CwmDu outfall and overflow sluice on Swansea
Canal are listed.
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